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The arresting photographs of Pattammal were by  

Sruti Pattabhi Raman 

Editor-in-Chief of the new monthly

DKP PORTRAIT COURTESY: MANIAM SELVEN

Sruti and the Singer
Sruti, the magazine for the performing arts 

was honoured to feature DK Pattammal  

on the cover of its very first issue (1983)  

along with Trailblazing Traditionalist 

a two-part profile of Pattammal  

written by Gowri Ramnarayan



Silk and Steel

Damal Krishnaswami Pattammal (1919-2009),  

the grand dame of Carnatic music, was a traditionalist to the 

core, but also a radical at heart.

Born in an era when art was taboo for women of the 

privileged classes, and women singers were dismissed as 

simple and sweet, Pattammal pursued a career in music, 

achieving many firsts without noisy rebellion. 

She established herself as an intellectual, proving to be more 

than a match for her male counterparts, in depth, substance 

and virtuosic skills. Her diction was flawless, her technique 

impeccable. Disciples found in her a wise and lovable guru. 

Pattammal identified totally with the ideals of Gandhi,  

singing nationalist songs with commitment.  

As an artist she personified dignity and grace,  

and the humility of true greatness. Her music glows with  

steely strength and silken grace.



N Vijay Siva ~ vocal
A disciple of DK Jayaraman and DK Pattammal, 
with training in mridangam from Kumbakonam 
Rajappa Iyer, Carnatic vocalist Vijay Siva 
represents the highest classical values. His music 

has depth, grandeur and the power of uncompromising rectitude.

BU Ganesh Prasad ~ violin
BU Ganesh Prasad is a frontranking violinist today. 
Trained by master violinist VV Subramaniam, 
and honed additionally by eminent vocalist  
PS Narayanaswamy, he has developed a style 
where precision is matched with fluency.

J Vaidhyanathan ~ mridangam
Rigorous training under mridangam veteran  
TK Murthy, combined with a strong foundation 
in vocal music as the son and nephew of  
DK Jayaraman and DK Pattammal, have made  

J Vaidhyanathan an outstanding and enchanting percussionist.

Chandrasekara Sharma ~ ghatam
A nephew of Vikku Vinayakram and TH Subhash 
Chandran, young Chandrasekara Sharma has 
had the good fortune of being trained in ghatam 
by world renowned maestros. He bears the torch 
with pride and ability. 

Gowri Ramnarayan ~ concept, script, narration

Starting her writing career with an indepth profile 
of DK Pattammal, Gowri Ramnarayan went on to 
become a prolific writer on the arts and cultural 
issues, a playwright, and vocal accompanist to 

Pattammal’s contemporary MS Subbulakshmi. 

The Artists

C
O

M
P

U
P

R
IN

T
 •

 +
91

 4
4 

28
11

 6
76

8


